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PRACTICAL EDUCATION.—No. I. 


To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 





Sir, 

I have recently received from an aged friend several papers, designed 
to show the necessity and the effect of faithful early religious instruction, 
united with a vigorous and steady domestic discipline. By his request I 
submit them for insertion in your work ; acknowledging that, for myself, 
while I highly approve its general object, I could wish ta see more of 
its pages devoted to practical education. Both as a christian anda 
father, I am more anxious forthe new recruits, than for the superannuated 
soldiers who are just retiring from the field. 










N. B. E. 





THE BIRD'S NEST. 


When Fortunatus, the subject of the following narrative, who was 
born about the middle of the last century, was a little boy, six or seven 
years old, he was addicted to lying, as children naturally are. “The 
wicked are estranged from the womb ; they go astray as soon as they are 
born, speaking lies.” 

One day after he had been wandering in the fields around his father’s 
house, which stood near the church in a country village, he came running 
in, and with great earnestness said to his little sisters, who were younger 
than himself, “ I have found a bird’s nest full of eggs !” 

His mother, who was a very sagacious woman, and had publicly 
bound herself to train up her children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, immediately, from his appearance, questioned the truth of 
the assertion. He, however, with great promptness, attempted to con- 
firm it, and said, “‘ mamma, I can show you the nest.” She instantly 
replied, “I will go and see it.’ This he did not expect ;—but with 
apparent cheerfulness, he ran away before her, and frequently exclaimed, 
“Tt is a little farther, mamma.” She followed close after him with a 
quick step, saying, “ my son, I shall soon detect you in lying—a great 
and awful sin !” 

After running through one field after another, they came to a river, 
quite at the end of the farm, over which it was impossible for a child to 
pass. As soon as they had reached its margin, the mother said, with a 
quick and piercing voice, ‘‘ where is your bird’s nest 2”) Yonder it is, 

Vou. VIL. 69 

































546 Practical Education—No. I. 


mamma,” he replied, “ upon the top of that tree,” pointing to a high 
tree on the opposite side of the river, in a deep morass, full of bushes 
and briars ! 

From the utter impossibility of a child’s passing the river, through the 
thicket to the top of the tree, the mother charged the lie upon her son, 
and waited not for any farther evidence. She then expatiated in the 
most feeling manner upon the heinous sin of lying, and in the liveliest 
colours pointed out its dreadful consequences. “ A liar,” she said, 
“soon gets so that he is not believed, though he speaks the truth ;—and 
all Liars shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone.” But she did not stop here ; she recollected, and faithfully 
followed the direction of the wise king in Israel: “ Chasten thy son 
while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.” She ad- 
ded, “Son TELL the TRUTH. I charge you, always remember, 
TELL the TRUTH.” | 

The son in future life evidently profited by the words his mother 
taught, and the chastisement she so seasonably and thoroughly applied. 
Often, after he became a man, and had sons and daughters of his own, 
he used to make the most honourable mention of his mother, and speak 
to them of the advantage he had derived from her fidelity. He conti- 
nued to bless God for it, long after she had finished her work, and was 
gone to give an account of her stewardship. 


Reflections. 

1. It would be happy for the world, if in these modern times, all mo- 
thers were equally faithful to their children. 

The best time to nip vice is in the bud. Old habits are not easily 
broken. “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the Leopard his 
ah ? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil.” 

- If parents would wish to live in the grateful recollections of their 
childuen, there is no way so likely to accomplish this end, as to educate 
and govern them according to the principles and rules of the gos- 
pel. 

3. And if they would wish to have them men of integrity, and become 
pillars either in church or state, they should do the same. “ Train up 
a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” 

The Scriptures are a rich treasure. They contain the very best rules 
for educating and restraining children. Those parents who carefully 
observe them, take the readiest w ay to guide their children to usefulness 
and honour. Especially, if they would wish them to be happy and glo- 
rious for ever, let them do it. 

4. The history of the church affords the most convincing evidence that 
those who have been educated and governed according to the gospel, 
have much oftener taken the paseny to Heaven than other persons. 
God works by means—and He has ever been wont to crown with His 
blessings the faithful labours of pious parents. 


SENEX. 


A Morning Visit. 


For the Christian Herald. 
A MORNING VISIT. 


Not long since, as I was wandering in a remote part of the city, I 
thought 1 would try to find a person with whom I had a little business, 
who dwelt in that quarter. After many inquiries I was at last directed 
to the spot where dwelt, in a very humble apartment, the mother of him 
whom I wished to see. I entered without ceremony, and being quite 
fatigued, threw myself into a seat in the back part of the room, and com- 
menced my inquiries respecting her son. My business was soon finish- 
ed. Not feeling an inclination to resume my walk immediately, and see- 
ing before me a lad apparently about twelve years of age, whose 
appearance indicated neglect, I asked him if he went to Sunday school. 
He said no. Is there any school near you? Yes, there is one over the 
way, and Mr. ———— teaches one a little distance off. Can you read? 
No. Do you not wishto learn? No. What is yourname? To this 
question he made no answer, continuing to look steadfastly at the fire, 
as he had done during the whole of our discourse. The lady who was 
present now told me his sir-name, and was going on to remark upon his 
character, when he precipitately left the room. She then told me he 
was one of those unfortunate children whom the shame of their parents 
does not permit them to own, and mentioned to me the name of his mo- 
ther and reputed father. I started with surprise at hearing names with 
which I was familiar, and at having seen the child of one whom I thought 
not undeserving of respect, in a situation so forlorn and neglected. 
And my curiosity was not a little excited to see and know more of one 
whose existence, before, I barely suspected. ‘The good lady, to whom 
I immediately made known the fact of my acquaintance with one of his 
parents, felt willing to gratify me, and, partly by solicitation and partly 
by force, prevailed upon him to come again into the room. She informed 
me that when about two weeks old he had been left in the care of the 
good woman, with whom he now lived, and that shortly after he was ap- 
parently forgotten by his mother, and no more inquired after by her. 

She informed me that since he had attained his present size and 
strength he little regarded the advice, and was beyond the control of his 
feeble, though kind protector, and was very well versed in all the petty 
iniquities of boys, and almost unrestrained in all the evil propensities of 
his nature. I examined his countenance particularly, but could distin- 
guish no resemblance to any particular person; and he presented a 
character as well as a countenance which was as novel as it was alarm- 
ing. 

I asked him if he would go and live with me, to which he fo ete in 
the negative. What do you wish to do? (for he frequently absented 
himself trom the home which a kind Providence had provided him, and 
remained away until compelled by hunger to return. ) He made no re- 
ply. Do you wish to learna trade? No. Do you wish to go to sea ? 
Yes, he replied with alacrity. And where do you wishtogo? I don’t 
care where. Alas, poor boy !—He had too often heard the story of what 
he considered his own shame, and wished for nothing so much as to be 
wafted beyond its reach, “ without a habitation or a name,” which did 
not fill him with dread. He wished most ardently to commit his des- 
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tinies to the seas, thinking, perhaps, that the rocking of the billows would 
quiet the agitations of his bosom, and that then he would find rest and a 
home. And should not the protecting care and kind hand of some be- 
nevolent heart be extended for his relief, he will probably add one to 
the number of fhose who go down to the sea in ships, and who, during 
the short space allotted them in this life, are wafted from shore to skore 


without a guide, and then suddenly cast upon the shores of eternity with- 
out a hope. VERITAS. 





MEANS OF SPREADING DIVINE TRUTH IN VILLAGES.* 


Ir was the saying of a British Ambassador, “ That a power to do 
good not only gives a fair title to do it, but also makes the doing of ita 
duty ;” a maxim worthy to be remembered, when the most admired arts 
of diplomatic skill are forgotten. He, who has the reins of universal go- 
vernment in his hands, has bestowed our several talents with the solemn 
charge, “ Occupy till I come.”” Each has his lot, his station, his sphere, his 
measure of comfort and means of usefulness. Institutions the best 
adapted for advancing the cause of pure religion in the world, can only 
answer the grand end, when they are directed by wisdom and supported 
with spirit. A machine, however exquisitely contrived, will effect no- 
thing without an impulsive spring to put it in play, and an adequate force 
to keep it in motion. Of the talents to be employed im extending the 
knowledge of God, I shall only notice a few: property, learning, influ- 
ence, and time, when duly applied, are eminently useful in this great 
cause. 

By one of the strange and capricious turns of language, the word cha- 
rity, originally so comprehensive, has for a long time been almost exclu- 
sively applied to those scanty pittances of alms, which are casually be- 
stowed to relieve the bodily necessities of the poor. Let this debased 
coin, from which the image and superscription of King Jesus is erased, 
to make room for the flourishes and devices of vain glory, no longer bear 
the name that gives it currency. He only is a charitable man, who, 
while he pities and alleviates the corporeal distresses of the poor, never 
loses sight of their spiritual wants and eternal interests. He who is both 
rich in this world and rich in faith, is a superior steward of the great 
Master, and the weight of his responsibility is in exact proportion to the 
measure of gifts intrusted to his care. The diffusion of evangelical 
knowledge among our ignorant neighbours and countrymen is charity of 
the purest kind, of the fairest stamp, of the highest value. The wealthy 
Christian is a debtor both to barbarians abroad, and to half barbarians 
at home. He has possessions, which he is bound by the most solemn 
obligations to employ in promoting the cause of the great Redeemer. 
How important such-a talent is for planting the gospel where it is not, 
and aiding its growth where it is, scarcely needs be insisted on. All 
know that property is capable of touching a thousand latent springs and 
movements inaccessible to every other species of power, except that 


* Extracted from “ An Essay onthe best meang of promoting the spread of Di- 
rine Truth in the unenlightened villages of Great Britain. By J. Thornton, Bil- 
lericay.” London, 1818, 














Means for spreading Divine Truth in Villages. 549 


‘which accompanies money ; yet the truth must be told, that the affluent 
professor of religion is too often tainted with the spirit of the Laodi- 
ceans. Respectable in the eyes of his neighbours, and rich in his own 
estimation, he stands in need of nothing; and, if others need, let them 
look to their own state, and labour as he has done. Settled warm in his 
nest, with the comfortable consciousness of his personal interest in the 
gospel, he is wholly at ease in Zion, and chants the soothing lay, 


“ Reforming schemes are none of mine. 
To mend the world’s a vast design.” 


Persons of this character are usually much alarmed with any project for 
instructing the ignorant, and converting sinners to God. They are ter- 
rified even with plans on paper, because the institution of schools, the 
erection of places of public worship, and the support of faithful, active 
ministers, are considered with reference rather to the trouble and ex- 
pense which must be incurred, than to the good which may be done, 
and, at any rate, ought to be attempted. They shrink from any bold un- 
dertaking or vigorous effort to evangelize some dark irreligious district ; 
.and should the Christian zeal of others burst out into an uncommon 
flame, it is dreaded as a volcanic irruption of enthusiasm, expected to 
mark its course only with mischief and ruin. Yet there are many living 
individuals, whose ample fortune is bestowed with a princely libera 
lity, to promote religion in the world. Such persons are the best 
friends and benefactors of the poor. As the mountains give rise to 
those springs which water and fertilize the valleys, so the higher ranks 
ought to send forth those streams of munificence, which gladden and en- 
rich the lower classes of society. 

But while we consider the talent of property, it must be allowed 
that responsibility attaches to it, not only when found in large masses, 
but also in small stores. He who says, “ the silver and the gold are 
mine,” will not excuse the man who covetously withholds his shilling, 
because he cannot, like a wealthier neighbour, throw in his guinea. 

“ To do good and to communicate, forget not ; for with such sacri- 
fices God is well pleased. Honour the Lord with thy substance, and 
with the first-fruits of all thine increase.” These precepts can be un- 
derstood without comment; but not practised without consideration. 
The mind must be habitually exercised in contemplating the several ob- 
jects, and weighing the motives of benevolence. Now, among the ob- 
jects which require pecuniary support at this period, the various plans 
adopted for evangelizing the villages of our native land claim a distin- 
guished place: the field to be cultivated is at hand, and every one should 
lend his assistance with alacrity: Stated ministers of the word, and iti- 
nerant*preachers, however disinterested, are generally placed in such 
circumstances as render them necessarily dependent on the liberality of 
laymen ; and if this stream run low or fail, the whole system of opera- 
tions is impeded and embarrassed. Even Sunday schools cannot be 

carried on with effect, unless the requisite resources be supplied to pur- 
chase suitable books for instruction and rewards. And certainly mo- 
ney laid out in teaching the poor to read, giving them bibles and tracts, 
or furnishing them with the rich means of grace, and the consoling ordi- 
nances of Christ, produces the best possible return. 
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Learning is another talent to be employed in spreading the gos- 
pel among our unenlightened villages. The term is not here used in 
the limited acceptation which appropriates it to a few solitary indi- 
viduals, absorbed amidst abstract speculations and deep researches, 
Those who have had a liberal education, and have enriched and 
invigorated their minds with useful studies, though they should neither 
be first-rate linguists nor profound philosophers, possess a share of 
learning which may prove essentially serviceable in the glorious 
cause of religion. The acquisitions of knowledge, like the acqui- 
sitions of wealth, have their peculiar temptations. Human nature, 
degenerate and corrupt, is too apt to rest in that as an end, which 
ought to be considered only as a means for the attainment of the end. If, 
as Lord Verulam says, knowledge is power, it requires a portion of 
grace to call it into exercise, and give it a right direction. Perverted 
literature has done incalculable injury to mankind. Nor are even good 
men so far removed from the danger, as not to need a seasonable word 
of counsel or caution. The abuse of learning incurs as much guilt, and 
often does as much mischief, as the abuse of property. Intellectual 
treasures are neither to be locked up in close reserve, nor lavished away 
on pompous trifles, which serve no other purpose than idle amusement 
or vain display. And here I hope I shall not be suspected of illiberali- 
ty, if Isay, that ministers of the gospel may indulge too far a taste for 
books which afford them comparatively little assistance in the work to 
which they are called. ‘Though the elegant poets and historians of anti- 
quity are certainly not to be laid under an interdict, it is a strange in- 
consistency for a teacher of religion to spend more time in perusing the 
classics than in searching the scriptures. Is it not because there is nota 
God in Israel, said the prophet, that thou hast sent to inquire of Baal- 
zeebub? With similar point it might be asked, is the sacred ground of 
revelation exhausted and become barren, that some who serve at the 
altar go forth and so assiduously labour to pluck the flowers of Parnas- 
sus ? ‘There are various ways in which learning, sanctified by piety, may 
aid the spread of pure evangelical doctrines. In a nation, the very lowest 
ranks of which are now becoming readers, the press is an instrument of 
mighty power; and those who are well qualified for the work, ought to 
employ this instrument in advancing the cause of religion. The great 
number of tracts and other useful little books, which have of late years 
been published, prove that the religious world is more and more impress- 
ed with the importance of this method of doing good. It is also a 
pleasing circumstance, that ministers, and other men of talent and 
Christian principle, begin to manifest an increasing concern to engage, 
by the productions of the pen, the attention of the rising generation. 
Who can calculate the benefits likely to result from that admirable little 
piece lately published, “ ‘The Sunday School Teacher’s Guide ?” How 
many thousands may be instructed, admonished, animated, and encou- 
raged by its judicious precepts and solemn warnings, vivid ’ descriptions 
and pathetic exhortations, when the worthy author has finished his la- 
bours, and enters into his rest! I know even some good men are of opi- 
nion, that we have already a sufficient number of religious books, and 
that it would be better to use only such as are now in circulation. This 
is a mistake which a more accurate acquaintance with mankind would 
easily correct. Divine truth is itself, indeed, always the same; but the 
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ever varying customs and aspects of society, the rise and progress of 
new institutions, and the perpetual changes to which language is subject, 
require the mode of communication to be diversified and adapted to ex- 
isting circumstances. Had the author of the “ Dairyman’s Daughter” 
thought new books unnecessary, the world would not have been favoured 
with the annals of the poor. 

Nor have we any reason to conclude, that other efforts of a similar 
kind shall prove fruitless. Men of genius, learning, and piety, have di- 
rected their labours too much to the higher orders of society. Every 
art has been employed to furnish out a mental feast for those whose fas- 
tidious taste is pampered with endless variety, while little has been done 
to prepare the wholesome but inviting repast suited tothe poor. There 
are some hopeful signs of improvement in this respect, which we must 
hail as favourable omens of approaching prosperity. 

A man of piety and literary attainment has it in his power to recom- 
mend the instruction of the lower classes in our villages, through the me- 
dium of periodical publications. These organs of general intelligence 
cannot be employed in a better cause. And what effects have been 
sometimes produced by one well-written paper in a magazine, it is quite 
unnecessary to relate. ‘The public mind cannot be roused, even to an’ 
object of high importance, unless that object is brought prominently 
into view, its vast utility distinctly understood, and the possibility of its 
attainment clearly demonstrated. Now considering the circulation and 
influence of our literary journals and monthly miscellanies, I would put 
itto any thinking man, whether the facilities which they open for diffu- 
sing divine truth are duly appreciated. Wherever the sparks of Chris- 
tian benevolence and zeal are elicited, these may be used, if well ma- 
naged, as conductors to carry the sacred electric fire in every direction. 
Who can doubt, but the Sunday School Repository bas materially con- 
tributed to raise the spirit and regulate the movements of those interest- 
ing institutions, to which it is more especially devoted? Besides a store 
of valuable information presented to the liberal and inquisitive mind, 
it contains many striking facts and pathetic narratives, which go direct- 
ly to the heart, at once strengthening its best principles and gratifying 
its best feelings. May we not suppose many a youth has risen from the 
perusal of it, resolved to prosecute the work of Sunday School tuition 
with invigorated alacrity and increasing diligence ? In the last number, 
mention is made of a school at Castle Heddingham, where of twenty- 
four teachers, ten were once scholars; and in St. John’s School, War- 
rington, thirteen of the teachers (who were formerly scholars) have been 
received into church fellowship, after giving proofs of a work of grace, 
and adorning by their walk and conversation the doctrine of God their 
Saviour. A Quarterly Repository, which contains such accounts as 
these, ought to be in every Sunday school throughout the kingdom. 

have sometimes heard men of fervent piety and fine taste, regret 
that most popular magazines are not supplied with better materials, 
prepared and polished with a little more judgment and care. It must 
be confessed, they are susceptible of improvement; and if the persons 
who frequently make this complaint, would employ their own pens to 
lend assistance, it would be one step towards such improvement. Gra- 
phic delineations of character, spirited essays, and well-selected anec- 


2 will readily find admission, and in all probability produce happy 
etiects, ' 
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REVIEW. 


Fifth Report of Tue Society ror THE PREVENTION OF PavurEnisiz 
in the City of New-York, read at the anniversary meeting of the 
Society, December 17, 1821. pp. 39. 

(Continued from page 532.) 

Tue remedy which the report proposes for the evil, is the abolition of 
the permanent gratuitous support of the poor; and the providing of a 
work-house, where, by hard labour, and scanty wages, a bare support 
may be earned. The principles of this plan should, we apprehend, be, 
if aman will not work, neither let him eat.—The relief should be only 
commensurate with the labour : it should not be such as would make a 
participation of it a desirable, or even a tolerable object, in any other. 
sense than as a support of life itself is desirable. It should relieve 
the pauper from none of the evils of his condition but barely death itself. 
We need not, we hope, repeat, that our remarks respect not the aged, the 
sick or infirm. The advantages and objections to this scheme, are con- 
sidered in the report, to which we must refer our readers, as a paper well 
deserving their perusal. One objection only we would notice, the ex- 
pense of such a scheme. But is it possible, that it could cost one million 
of dollars for its buildings, or one hundred and thirty thousand dollars 
a year for its continuance P Could it by any possibility equal, not to 
say exceed the expense of our present system ?—But, after all, what is 
expense to the stopping of so terrible an evil? What the expense of 
dykes, to the ruin of an inundation? We think, however, that were it 
once known, that all the relief the public were hereafter to afford, was to 
be a scanty allowance, and that only in return for hard labour, we appre- 
hend that no mighty machinery would be needed. Men would, we appre- 
hend, contrive to work of their own accord, rather than under the task- 
masters of a work-house, and the latter would hardly be overburdened. 
A gentleman living in a part of this city, much frequented by beggars, 
took care every year to purchase very large tough logs, for his firewood: 
he could not get it sawed by common sawyers, and usually stored it: 
when any one able to work asked his charity, he would in reply offer 
work on his wood, and wages: but he found few who would not take 
their chance at starving rather than a charity like that he offered.* The 
effect of a work-house would be the same. It would reduce the now vast 
army to a scanty company. 

As auxiliary to the work-house, the report recommends the suppres- 


sion of all tippling shops: and we cannot but extract what it says on 
this subject— 


Next to an institution of this nature, they would recommend that tippling shops 
should be utterly suppressed. No regulations which can be applied to them, are 
likely to be of any service ; and even should the suppression of them not very ma- 
terially diminish the consumption of ardent spirits, it would at least break up some 
of the vicious habits acquired and strengthened by resorting to them. They are the 


* A similar experiment, we are told, was made on a larger scale in Connecticut : 
the state contracted with an extensive farmer for the support of the state poor, (a 
particular class of their paupers,) ata reduced price per head, and he was to make 
what he could of their labour. Not one, we are told, would consent to be supported 
ou such terms—and ef course did without sapport, 
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yallying points of degeneracy and vice, and he who has the hardihood to frequent 
them, is capable of almost any perpetration. But were they totally abolished, it is 
hardly possible but that a far Jess quantity of spirits would be drunk. Besides the 
disorder and iniquity of which they are the immediate occasion, they promote ex- 
cessive drinking by dealing liquor in small quantities. The poor cannot stir with- 
out being assailed by the pestilent inflveswe of these shops, nor acquire a penny 
without an immediate temptation to sj nd it for a dram. Were it impossible for 
them to obtain a less quantity than a quart at once, it may be taken as certain, 
that they would not drink as much as they do at present: there would be a chance, 
that while they were saving money for this purchase, the pressure of other wants 
would supersede an expenditure for liquor. 

No reason can be urged for the allowance of a single tippling shop in this city, 
which deserves any serious attention. The private considerations of interest, whe- 
ther they respect the landlords, or the individuals who carry on this degraded and 
abominable traffic, and have perpetual fellowship with all that is base and shocking 
in the orgies of drunkenness and profanity, are of no account compared with the deep 
agd irretrievable injuries inflicted upon society. These shops are prolific not only 
of the greatest indecencies and outrages, but of certain and utter ruin to the souls 
and bodies of men. ‘The Mayor, in the excellent communication before referred to, 
observes, that ** There cannot be a doubt on the minds of the members of this 
Board, (the Common Council,) that the facility with which spiritous liquors are to 
be obtained at the retail shops and small taverns, together with the cheapness of the 
article, has been the means of ruining thousands of valuable citizens and their fami- 
lies, and has entailed on the community an annual expense of large amount for 
their support.” 

The price of ardent spirits is so low, that with the facility of these tippling shops, 
no vagabond who can obtain three or four cents, will be debarred from drunkenness. 
Nor can the price be raised by any addition to the cost of licenses, or any practica- 
ble impost or excise duty, so as to diminish the consumption, while these shops are 
suffered. No addition of expense in these forms which has been yet proposed, 
would affect the price of spiritous liquors retailed in this city, a quarter of a cent 
per glass, f 

The influence of these shops is the influence of deadly poison. Their malignant 
and fatal effects might be diminished by a reduction of their numbers ; but the well- 
being of society demands that they should be utterly abolished. 


“They that have ears to hear let them hear.” 


Striking as is the magnitude and power of the evils of pauperism de- 
tailed in the report, it is not all: our city is not alone :_ Philadelphia is 
said to be ina condition equally bad—if not worse. The country at large, 
notwithstanding its unparalleled advantages for the labouring man, is ad- 
vancing to a similar state, and as its population thickens it will advance 
with longer and more rapid strides. England gives us an example of the 
extent to which the evil that is upon us must ultimately arrive. In 
some parishes there, the poor rates swallow up the whole rent of the 
land, so that the land is in fact worth nothing, even in a rich, populous 
country. 

But the evil of the poor laws does not merely affect those who stated- 
ly receive support from them; by its palsying influence and pernicious 
example, it takes away from all who stand in danger, even remote danger 
of poverty, the stimulus which a dread of want affords to labour and fru- 
gality; it takes away the disposition to struggle with the difficulties of 
a necessitous condition, and weakens the efforts to establish a character 
and habit which shall secure friends in the hour of distress, by promising 
to sloth and vice a refuge, be their demerits what they may. 

The poor laws also set the poor and the rest of society at enmity. 

he former consider a maintenance a right, and view a scanty adminis- 
tation of it a fraud and an oppression, while the latter, with more jus- 
lice, consider it little less than a robbery, a forced contribution. 

Vou. VIII. 70 






























































554 Review.—Report on Pauperism. 


They also chill and destroy the most fruitful, useful and profitable of 
all kinds of charity, the aid which the poor would give to one another, 
The poor, without the domains of pauperism, are far the most numerous 
class of society ; and are far more conversant with the feelings, habits, 
circumstances and wants of those of the class just beneath them than any 
other part of society; and they actually, even now, do more for their 
neighbours than the rich can. The poor perform numberless acts of 
kindness to one another, in the shape of loans of fuel, provisions, labour 
and money: these loans, from the necessities and self-denial of the 
lender, the borrower feels himself the more strongly bound to pay, and 
labours and saves, that he may do so; but they would. never be made, if 
the lender thought that the borrower could look at once to the public : 
and if made, the lender would not deny himself that he might pay thém, 
if he thought that by so doing, he would relieve the public rather thm 
his benefactor. 

The whole operation of the poor laws, as we before observed, is a 
direct inversion of all the principles of human conduct. If by law we 
would promote a public benefit or prevent acrime, what is our conduct? 
we propose the fear of evil as an incentive or a punishment. But in fa- 
vour of idleness, sloth, prodigality and vice, we, by the poor laws, take 
the fear of evil away. The dread of evil is the motive which sustains us 
in all our self-denial, labour and voluntary sufferings, and the fear of 
evil in a future world, is the powerful band by which man is bound to 
justice, to truth, to every duty he owes to God and man, and by which 
he is drawn away from those things which, while they would throw the 
moral government of the world into confusion, would ruin his own soul. 
Why then should we take away the influence of a similar motive on the 
poor? why deprive them of all the adventitious support which their 
principles find in the pressure of their circumstances, of the shield by 
which they may be defended from the assaults of vice, of their strongest 
antidote against the poison of idleness ? can this be real charity ? can 
this be, in truth, to help the poor ? 

Indeed the whole effect of a gratuitous support of the poor, by law, is 
to render superlatively base and mercenary all who are in its direct 
operation or its more extensive contaminating influence. It deprives 
society of its great natural barriers against idleness and corruption, by ta- 
king away the terrors of want from those whose condition admits of al- 
most no other temporal motive: by the idleness to which it tempts, 
the vice it encourages, and the apathy and crime it engenders, it shuts 
the door against all christian, all social principle. The wife, the 
children, the parents, for whom he does not provide, whose comfort he 
does not promote, and from whose cares he expects no return, call forth 
no affection from the pauper; secluded in an alms-house from all mo- 
tives, but examples like his own, he loves none, fears nothing, cares for 
nothing, hates mankind at large, blames the providence of God, and 
while he impeaches his goodness, dies, a fit subject of his vengeance. 

To this subject, we think every man, who values his property, or re- 
gards the welfare of his country, and the best good of the poor, owes his 
most diligent attention and active exertions. It is not because the pre- 
sent system threatens to swallow up every thing by its great and growing 
expenses, (although on this ground alone we think we might call upon 
the wise and the mighty,) but it is because we are deceiving and tempt- 
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ing to ruin those to whom we promise relief, and thus entice to need it ; 
it is because we are spreading a base, unsocial, vicious, criminal spirit 
among the great body who depend upon their daily labour, who might 
be profited by our advice and countenance, more than our gifts—by our 
employment rather than alms, and who need our encouragement to la- 
bour and frugality rather than seductions to idleness and waste ; it is 
because we would see the poor man independent of all but his Maker, 
affectionate to those who are to toil, perhaps to suffer, with him, friendly 
to his equals, and befriended by his superiors; it is because we would 
see real charity take the place of mere taxation, that we would call upon 
men of every class, to use their influence and their exertions to stop this 
deadly plague. Finally, it is because the subject, although unwieldy, is 
not yet unmanageable, and therefore there is reason to expect success in 
united and well directed efforts, that we call upon all to step forward and 
give a turn to public opinion, and a body to public exertions on this snb- 
ject. Let this evil grow for a little longer, and a hungry, idle, vicious 
population, ready for every excess, restrained by no social, moral or re- 
ligious principles, hating the industrious, envying the wealthy, governed 
by these who will pamper their vices, and support their idleness, will 
levy taxes on your industry, menace your wealth with destruction, pro- 
fane your Sabbaths, and blaspheme your religion: will show you a bar- 
barous heathenism in a christian land. You may hereafter attempt to 
remedy the consequences of your present sloth and error: it may also, 
hereafter, be too late.. 


—— 


Yutelliqence. 


INDIA WITHIN THE GANGES.—Bomsay. 


American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


THE following letter from the Rev. Mr. NEWELL, to the Rev. Dr. WORCESTER, 
“will be read with peculiar interest, as the hand which wrote it was soon after mo- 
tionless in the grave; and the person, to whom it was addressed, was at that very 
time numbering the last days of his earthly pilgrimage.” Two other letters were 
written by Mr. Newell, on the same day with the following; one to the Rev. Dr. 
Woods, and the other to Mr. Bardwell, then at Calcutta. They both contain evi- 
dence, that the writer was much inclined to contemplate his own departure from the 
world as not very distant. 


Bombay, May 11, 1821. 
REv. AND DEAR Sir, 

Ir was my intention, when Mr. Bardwell left us, to write to you, and 
send over land to Calcutta, in season for the letter to go by him to Ame- 
rica; and though I have delayed longer than I intended, I still hope, 
that the letters which I am now sending will reach Mr. Bardwell in sea- 
son; if not, they will be-forwarded by another conveyance. 

I am happy to inform you, that on the 9th inst. Mr. Garrett arrived at 
Bombay. We hope and expect, that he will be permitted to remain ; 
but as there has not yet been time for the pleasure of government to he 
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made known on this subject, I cannot speak with certainty. If he should 
not be allowed to remain, our printing business must suffer much. 

Since the beginning of the present year, we have printed about 
12,000 Scripture Tracts of 24 pages 12mo. for the Christian Know- 
ledge Society ; and for ourselves we have just printed the command- 
ments in four languages, viz. Latin, Portuguese, English, and Mah- 
ratta,—for distribution among the Roman Catholics, most of whom un- 
derstand Mahratta, many of them Portuguese and English, and a few 
of the priests understand Latin. The Committee of the Christian 
Knowledge Society pay us for the whole edition of the Scripture Tracts, 
(the history, parables, miracles and discourses of Christ,) and allow us 
to take gratuitously as many copies as we wish for distribution. The 
translation, as well as the printing of the tracts, was done by us. It is 
a most encouraging circumstance, that the old and influential Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, is taking the lead in the circulation 
of religious tracts among the natives in this region. These tracts will 
be circulated through a vast extent of territory, which no missionary at 
present can be permitted to traverse. They cannot fail of producing 
some effect. If it please God to bestow his blessing, the effect may be 
great. 

[Mr. N. here mentions some particulars of a proposed contract for 
printing at the mission press an English and Mahratta Dictionary by Cap- 
tain Hutchinson. Though it was altogether probable the work would be 
undertaken ; yet, as the engagement was not positively made, it is suffi- 
cient to say here, that, if executed, the work would bring some profit to 
the mission, and doubtless be serviceable to the cause by facilitating in- 
tercourse between Europeans and natives. | 

I have mentioned a few things which have occurred since the depar- 
ture of brother Bardwell. For information concerning every thing pre- 
vious to his leaving us, I refer you to him, and to the public communica- 
tions forwarded by him. As our next public communication will pro- 
bably reach you not long after the receipt of this, it will not be important 
for me to be more particular at present. Mrs. Newell unites with me 
in kind regards to yourself and family. 

[Since the arrival of Mr. Bardwell, a letter has been received from 
Mr. Hall, by way of England, written in great haste, to send by the Bri- 
tish packet, which had then left the harbour. After announcing the 
sickness and death of Mr. Newell, the writer says, “ I have just return- 
ed from the funeral, and have hardly had a leisure moment to reflect on 
this most solemn event; and I fear that what I write will be too late for 
the packet. 

In regard to the sickness, Mr. Hall says, “ the united power of the 
disease, and of the medicine, rendered him quite incapable of conversa- 
tion, or composed reflection.” 

The mortality occasioned by the cholera morbus is stated to be much 
greater than it was the last year. ‘Twenty Europeans, mostly soldiers, 
died the same day with Mr. Newell. “ The voice of the Lord,” says 
Mr. Hall, “ is most mighty to us, Be ye also ready.” 

The Rey. Richard Watson, Secretary of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, kindly forwarded to the Treasurer of the Board the following 
extract of a letter from Mr. Horner,a missionary of that Society, giviag 
the particulars of Mr. Newell’s sickness and death. ] 
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* On the evening of the 29th inst. I received a hasty note from our 
kind and respected friend, Mrs. Hall, wife of the missionary of that name, 
in which she stated, that she had just returned from Mr. Newell’s, and 
he was thought ‘ to be on his death bed.’ 

“¢ Mr. Fletcher and I then immediately went to his house, to render any 
assistance in our power. He had been seized by the disorder during 
the afternoon, and was so much reduced on our arrival, as hardly to 
know one person from another. He continued restless and uneasy, 
though saying little, during the whole of the evening, until between 12 
and 12 0’clock; when, perceiving that he was rapidly declining, we laid 
him in as easy a posture as we could, and waited the moment of his dis- 
solution. He continued breathing more and more faintly, until a quar- 
ter past one, when, nature being entirely exhausted, without a sigh, a 
struggle, or any convulsive motion, ‘the weary wheels of life stood still. 
Indeed so easy and gradual was the approach of death, that we scarcely 
know when he ceased to breathe. His poor afflicted widow, who just 
then came into the room, was not aware of his departure, until Mr. Hall 
remarked, ‘ Well, he is now safe; all his sufferings are over.’ Mrs. 
N. then exclaimed, ‘ What, is he gone indeed 2? We were obliged to 
use a little gentle force with her to prevent the effects of so afflicting a 
scene, and to take her away to another apartment; as she herself was 
in a critical and delicate state of health. 

“ Every attention was paid to our departed brother. There were in 
attendance, Mr. Hall, Mr. Kenny, of the Church Missionary Society, 
Mr. Fletcher, and myself; and Dr. Taylor, to whom we are all indebted 
for his kind attention to us, did not leave the house until after Mr. N. 
was dead. He was buried on the afternoon of the same day; and du- 
ring the short time we were in the burying-ground, the bodies of six Eu- 
ropeans were brought in for interment !”—Missionary Herald. 


ASIATIC ISLANDS.—Ceyton. 


American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


THE Prudential Committee commenced their annual account of this mission 
with a notice of the arrival and establishment of the missonaries who left Boston 
two years ago last June; and next give a history of the correspondence relative to 
the residence of Mr. Garret in Ceylon. They regret that the government of Cey- 
lon should have felt disinclined to allow Mr. G. to reside there, and hope that the 
Lieutenant Governor will yet see cause to alter his opinion, as to the need of more 
missionaries on the island. . 


Education of Heathen Children. 


Tue common schools for thejinstruction of natives are conducted upon 
such a plan, as cannot fail to approve itself to the understandings of 
parents, while the pupils are gradually made acquainted with knowledge 
of the most important kind. From the journal of Mr. Meigs at Bat- 
ticotta, and from the letters written by the other missionaries, it appears, 
that the same system is pursued at all the stations; at least with respect 
to its material parts. 
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When Dr. Scudder arrived, Mr. Poor had nine common schools under 
his superintendence. Of these, two have been transferred to the care of 
the station at Oodooville, one to the superintendence of Dr. Scudder, 
and one has been suspended, on account of the sickness of the school- 
master. Four new schools have since been established in villages near 
Tillipally; leaving nine under Mr. Poor’s care still. In these nine 
schools the names of 426 boys are enrolled as pupils, of whom two 
thirds or three fourths, are actually in school from day to day. 


Probable effect of Instruction. 


In estimating the effect of the course of instruction which has been 
pursued, it is to be remembered, that the knowledge obtained by heathen 
children, in their own schools, is of no real value. What few schools 
exist among the heathen population, and without the influence of Chris- 
tian missions, are of the most miserable kind. ‘The teachers are poorly 
remunerated ; the parents haveno public spirit on the subject of education; 
and the children, after being merely taught to write the Tamul character 
on the ola, remain ignorant of all that it concerns them to know, in re- 
gard to their conduct in this life, and preparation for the life to come. 
The mission schools are all commenced at the solicitation of the peo- 
ple, which is brought about principally by the agency of those who ex- 
pect to sustain the office of teachers. From whatever motives the pu- 
pils are collected, the effect of the schools is most salutary. No objec- 
tion is now made to: the course of instruction pursued by the missiona- 
ries; even the sons of bramhuns attending school, and learning the ca- 
techisms without scruple. Though pupils are not forbidden to read their 
heathen fables, yet, as the missionaries examine the boys, in those stu- 
dies only which they have recommended, the result is that the most im- 
portant things are most studied and regarded. 

A constant superintendence of all the schools, and a frequent inspec- 
tion of them, are indispensable to their success. Mr. Poor is much as- 
sisted, in this important branch of missionary operations, by his interpre- 
ter, Nicholas, who was mentioned in the last Report, as having been ad- 
mitted to the church. Several of the elder and more intelligent boys, 
also, are now able to render very essential services in this business, and 
are thus trained up for great usefulness hereafter. On Wednesday 
evening of each week the schoolmasters of the station, and the boys of 
the family school, or boarding school, are all assembled at the mission 
house. The objects of this meeting are, to inquire into the state of the 
schools, to teach the masters their duty, to communicate religious in- 
struction to them, and to pray with them. At these meetings, the mas- 
ters have recited a book, containing a compend of the Christian religion, 
and have attended to some historical parts of Scripture. On the last 
Wednesday evening of the month, they bring a monthly report, con- 
taining the daily attendance of the boys, and a particular account of their 
progress in learning. 

As the wages of the masters are in proportion to the daily attendance 
of the boys, there is a strong inducement perpetually operating to keep 
the schools as full as possible. To extraordinary diligence, either in 
master or scholar, small rewards are occasionally given, and with great 
effect. 
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The support and education of children in the families of the mission- 
aries, is becoming a very important and promising part of their be- 
neficent exertions. ‘The Board and the Christian public have long been 
aware, that children can be supported in Ceylon, at a small expense, in 
the mission families, where they can enjoy all the benefits of Christian 
instruction and domestic superintendence. A sufficient number of chil- 
dren can be obtained for this purpose, and a selection can be made ‘of 
those, who give evidence of competent talents, and a docile temper. 

When Dr. Scudder arrived at Tillipally, there were twenty-seven 
boys in the family of Mr. Poor, forming what is called for the sake of 
distinction, the boarding school of that station. Of these boys, nine re- 
moved with Dr. Scudder to Panditeripo, three were dismissed, and one 
died. When Mr. Poor’s last communication was written, the school had 
again risen to twenty-five, of whom two were on trial, and the rest 
were received and named, according to directions from benefactors in 
America, by whom they were supported. Seventeen of these boys spend 
half their time in English studies; and the first class has construed 
several small English books into Tamul. The boys of this class are 
able to interpret English in Tamul on common subjects, but more espe- 
cially on subjects of a religious nature. 

All the boys in the boarding schools have peculiar opportunities for 
gaining religious knowledge. Much pains is taken with them on the 
Sabbath ; and the evening of that holy day is spent in giving religious in- 
struction to them, and to the other members of the missionary households. 
On Tuesday evenings a conference is held with them; on Wednesday 
evenings they attend, as has been stated, a meeting of the schoolmasters ; 
and on Friday evenings they recite a weekly lesson, and undergo an ex- 
amination as to their conduct, their progress in study, &c. Mr. Poor has 
the satisfaction to state, that the boys “ who have been longest in the 
school, are most exemplary in their conduct, and render much as- 
sistance in forming the habits of the smaller children.” 

The selection of girls to be educated in the mission families is a more 
difficult undertaking. The prejudices of the natives are very obstinate 
on the subject. From time immemorial, females here, as in all other 
heathen countries, have been kept in a state of hopeless depression. 
Their minds have been left uncultivated, and they have aspired to no- 
thing above the condition of servitude and degradation, in which they 
were born. -To Christianity alone must they look for any melioration 
of their state and character. Mr. Poor had found it difficult to obtain 
female children to be educated in the family; and quite embarrassing to 
take suitable care of them, after they were obtained. Still, the value of 
the object was so great as to encourage him to persevere. At the last 
dates, there were eight under his domestic care. ‘They had made consi- 
derable proficiency; and were employed part of the time in various 
branches of industry, and part of the time in study. The prejudices of 
the people were yielding on other subjects; and it may be confident- 
ly expected, that when they see the effects of female education, they will 
no longer remain opposed to it. 

The number of children in the boarding schools at Batticotta, Oodoo- 
ville and Panditeripo, the Committee are not able to state. At the 
former place there were more than twenty at the beginning of last 
year, and the number has since been increased., It is probable, that not 
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far from a hundred youths of both sexes were in the mission families of 
the four stations, at the close of 1820; and that the common schools, 
under the superintendence of the missionaries, contained more than a 
thousand pupiis. 

In looking forward to the probable effects of this course of labour with 
the rising generation, the board will bear in mind the following conside- 
rations, viz. that nearly all the children, at Tillipally and its neighbour- 
hood, who are taught to read, belong to the schools of the mission ; that 


_ of course the missionaries constantly appear in the character of benefac- 


tors, to all the children, who will be likely to exert an influence when 
grown to manhood ; that the organization and superintendence of schools 
are the most successful means of procuring a regular audience, on the 
Sabbath, to attend the preaching of the Gospel; that the adult popula- 
tion can be approached in no other way so beneficially, as through the 
medium of their children; and that a patient, laborious, constant atten- 
tion to the education of children; without expecting or desiring any re- 
ward but their good conduct, affords evidence of disinterestedness, and an 
earnest desire to do good, which neither the pupils, nor their parents, 
nor any other class of persons, can refuse to acknowledge. 


Preaching the Gospel. 


Public worship is regularly attended on the Sabbath, at all the sta- 
tions. ‘The mission families, domestics, school boys, and other uatives 
attend. The whole number at Tillapally varies from 200 to 400, the 
usual number being about 300, the greater part of whom are children. 
Prayers are offered in the church, accompanied by the reading of the 
Scriptures, morning and evening through the week. The boys at the 
station, aud some other natives, are present at these seasons. During 
several months that Dr. Scudder and Mr. Spaulding resided at Tillipally, 
they frequently made known the great truths of the Gospel in the neigh- 
bouring villages, wherever access could be gained to the people, in the 
house, by the way, or in the field. And since they have removed to 
other stations, Mr. Woodward follows the same course. At first they 
were obliged to preach by an interpreter ; but their assiduous attention 
to the language so far conquered it, that two of the newly arrived mis- 
sionaries, Messrs. Winslow and Woodward, preached in Tamul early in 
November, only eight months after they became settled on mission 
ground, 

Preaching has also been regularly attended at a rest house, in the 
neighbourhood of Tillipally, on Sabbath afternoons, for more than 
three years. Several of the head men are usually present, and ma- 
ny others, who are unwilling to meet at the church. A striking 
effect of the preaching at this place has been, that a schoolmaster, 
strongly addicted to heathenism, has been induced to bring his boys with 
him to this place of worship ; and after a long conflict with his old pre- 
judices and feelings, has at last placed his school under the care of the 
missionaries. Evangelical labours have been continued, at all the sta- 
tions, in the neighbouring villages, and among the people generally, as 
the health of the missionaries, and other circumstances, would permit. 

Ithas been a subject of regret with the Committee, that the state of 
the Treasury would not allow of so large remittances, for the purposes 
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of education in Ceylon, as the wants of the children, and the openings of 
Providence, seemed to require; nor even as seemed to have been alrea- 
dy pledged by the previous remittances, taken in connexion with dona- 
tions given for this express object. ‘The missionaries themselves have 
been under apprehensions, in respect to a regular provision for their own 
continually recurring necessities; and have been obliged to avail them- 
selves of credit, in order to proceed at all in their various opera- 
tions. This necessity has arisen in part from the want of frequent op- 
portunities to remit money to the east ; but principally from the straiten- 
ed circumstances of the Treasury, and the pressing demands from other 
quarters. Quite recently a considerable bill has been paid, drawn 
by the missionaries, and negotiated through the kind agency of a Wes- 
leyan missionary and his Society in London. At the present rates of 
exchange, this mode of supplying the mission is disadvantageous ; and 
would be avoided, were funds at hand to keep remittances somewhat in 
advance of estimated expenditures. 

It is a very gratifying fact, that missionaries of different societies 
co-operate harmoniously in Ceylon, where they often meet for united 
prayer and mutual counsels. In many instances, the missionaries of this 
Board have experienced kindness from their brethren engaged in the 
same work, sent forth by the principal Missionary Societies in Great Bri- 
tain. But on no occasion has greater promptness been shown, than 
by the Corresponding Committee of the Church Missionary Society at 
Calcutta, whu, when it was known thata printer had arrived in Ceylon, 
and the press sent from America could not readily be found, immedi- 
ately resolved to present a press to the American missionaries; a reso- 
lution which was not carried into effect, only because Mr. Garrett was 
obliged to leave his contemplated station. . 

It ought also to be mentioned, as a pleasing and favourable circum- 
stance, that the house of Arbuthnot, De Monte, and Co. at Madras, 
through whose agency several remittances have been made to our eas- 

tern missions, generously declined receiving the usual allowance for 
transacting business of this nature; and, in a polite note to the Trea- 
surer and to the missionaries at Bombay, offered their gratuitous 
services on similar occasions in future. Edward A. Newton, Esq. of 
Boston, expecting to reside several years at Calcutta, has made the 
same generous offer ; and has expressed the utmost readiness to promote 
the interests of this Board, and of the cause of missions generally by every 
means in his power. When gentlemen of great respectability in the 
commercial world lend the influence of their names, their example, and 
their valuable services, to the work of spreading the Gospel, it may be 
taken as one indication, among many others, that commerce will emi- - 
nently assist the progress of divine truth. 
« 
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UNITED STATES,—Cueroxer Mission. 
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


Tue report of the Prudential Committee states, that this mission has 
been strengthened in the course of the year by the arrival of the Rey. 
William Potter, and Dr. Elizur Butler. 


Station of Brainerd. 


The various operations at Brainerd have beén carried forward, as the health of 
the missionaries, and the resources at their disposal, gave the ability. The school 
has continued with as little variation, in regard to numbers, as could reasonably 
be expected. In the beginning of last month, there were 87 Cherokee children, 57 
boys, and 30 girls, actually in the school, beside the children belonging to the mis- 
sion families. There were also fifteen Cherokee children belonging to the school 
who were then absent, for various causes, The pupils had regularly proceeded in 
their studies, passed the stated examinations with credit, and were adyancing to 
maturity with all those incitements to industry and virtue, which belong to a Chris- 
tian and civilized country. More assistants to carry on the business of education, 
in its various branches, to the best advantage, were urgently needed; particularly 
a young person of each sex, possessing vigorous health, good judgment, and a love 
for the work, to be employed in the superintendence of the children, when out of 
school. This want, it is hoped, the Committee may hereafter be able to supply. 
These children, collected from the wilderness, and placed under the direction of 
Christian benevolence, are indeed a precious deposit. Every thing should be done 
for their improvement, which can possibly be effected. Soon they will-be mingling 
with their countrymen, and imparting their acquired character to others, and they 
to others still, in a wider and still wider range. No time is to be lost. The prin- 
cipal difficulty lies in selecting the best agents, which our Christian community is 
able to supply, for this labour of love. But if the Board, and its friends in every 
part of the country, look to Him who has the resources of the universe at his dispo- 
sal,. there is reason to believe that He will provide such instruments as will be ac- 
knowledged and honoured by himself, in the communication of his mercy. 

Among the events, which particularly concern the school, it is to be noticed with 
gratitude, that several of the boys were uncommonly sexious at the date of the last 
intelligence ; and that there was a general disposition to listen to religious instruc- 
tion. A considerable number of boys and girls had been selected to be supported 
as beneficiaries, and had received names prescribed by their patrons. 

In accomplishing the original design of the Committee, as well as with a view to 
relieve the brethren at the present exigency, two assistant missionaries, one from 
Vermont and the other from Ohio, have been directed to join the mission at Brain- 
erd, and are now probably on their way thither. They have small families, and 
are strongly recommended as qualified to discharge the various duties which will 
there devolve upon them. Should they arrive in safety, it is probable that one will 
assist Mr. Hall at Taloney. ' 

During the year past, there has been much sickness among the members. of the, 
mission families. Few have escaped; the greater part have suffered severely. 
Yet it should be mentioned with gratitude, that no adult connected with the mis- 
sion has been removed by death, and that the children of our school have been. re- 

_markably healthy. The very arduous labours of all, but particularly of the fe- 
males, have doubtless produced much of the sickness which they have endured. 
The Committee sincerely regret that so heavy a burden has fallen upon those public 
spirited and devoted females, who have addicted themselves to this service of the 
saints. They have well nigh sunk under the various and distressing weight of carey 
which has continually rested upon them. As hired assistance could not be obtained 
without difficulty, and when obtained was often worse than none, they determined 
to manage the domestic affairs, with the aid of the female pupils between the hours 
of school. Some estimate of the labour performed may be made, when it is stated, 
that one of the female assistants, who was far from enjoying good health, had, 48 
her charge, to iron for 120 persons, and to mend the clothes of more than 50 boys + 
and that another, who had a weakly child to nurse, superintended the washing, be- 
side teaching the school for the girls. A worthy matron, who gratuitously spent 
three months in the labours of the mission family, writes as follows concerning 
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them: ‘‘ When we take into consideration the attention which the sick required, 
the reception of company, cleaning of house, making of candles and soap, &c, I 
am astonished that so much could have been performed. It would be much for the 
cause, if some pious woman, a good manager, and in good health, could be sent to 
superintend the kitchen, and the missiontable. O, may no thoughtless, useless, un- 
experienced female ever add to the burden of the dear sisters at Brainerd.” 


Station of Taloney. 


Mr. Hall has had the sole charge of the schoo] and domestic concerns of this sta- 
tion, since his removal thither in May, 1820. During the winter months, the ave- 
rage attendance of pupils was from 20 to 25. As the spring opened, the number in- 
creased: but the ill health of Mr. Hall and his wife was so frequent, and the. diffi- 
culty of procuring hired labour so great, that the school suffered not a little embar- 
rassment. It is greatly to be desired, that a faithful and laborious farmer should 
reside with the teacher, at each station where a local school is established. The 
farmer should be qualified to take the place of the teacher, in case any exigency 
should require it. With ordinary industry, food could easily be obtained for two 
small families from the produce of the farm, and the pasturage of the neighbouring 
woods. Mr. Hall has four acres of cleared land, of which three are planted with 
corn. He keeps four cows, and has an excellent garden of culinary vegeta- 
bles. 

Many of the natives have been inclined to meet on the Sabbath for religious in- 

struction, whenever Mr. Hall has been well enough to read the Scriptures, con- 
verse upon them, and lead in prayer. If ill health prevented these customary ex- 
ercises, it appeared to excite deep regret in the minds of those who commonly at- 
tended. But perhaps by no circumstance was the introduction of Christianity into 
a heathen neighbourhood more marked in its effects, than by the change which it 
produced in the observation of Christmas. It may seem a solecism to speak.of 
Christmas, as observed ina heathen neighborhood ; but though a solecism in words, 
itis not inconsistent with the fact. The American Aborigines extensively, even 
those of them who know not that there is such a thing as sin, or salvation, or that 
such a person as Jesus Christ ever appeared in the world, have learned by the per- 
nicious examples of straggling whites, that there is a season somewhere about the 
winter solstice, devoted to feasting, sports, brutal drunkenness, and quarrel- 
ling. 
Bat to return from this short digression; Mr. Hall had given notice, that thete 
would be a meeting for religious worship on Christmas, at the schoolhouse. More 
than a hundred Cherokees assembled, and many Africans. ‘ The transactions of 
this season were more interesting to us,” says Mr. Hall, “ because last Christmas 
every man in the neighbourhood was drunken; and many of them continued so for 
nearly a week. Now there was not one about our house, who did not conduct with 
propriety, except a white man. After meeting, about thirty Cherokees took sup- 
per with us. Although there is not a soul here, who gives evidence of being con- 
verted to God yet I think there is a very visible improvement in the conduct of all 
classes, andI trust that God will ere long display his mighty power. 


Station of Creekpath. 


Tke very favourable prospects, with which a school was established at this place, 
and the glad sounds of the Gospel began to be proclaimed, still continue. A little 
church has been formed; the saving operations of the Divine Spirit appear to have 
been experienced, and several late accounts unite in declaring, that the hopeful 
converts walk together in love, and enjoy the favour of God. Among the most re- 
markable displays of Divine grace, which the history of missions furnishes, is to be 
reckoned the hopeful conversion of Mr. John Brown and so many members of his 
family. Five years ago, not an individual of this family knew any thing of the 
Gospel. In the heart of a heathen country, most of them knew nothing of the lan- 
guage, in which alone it seemed possible that they should hear the Gospel ; and the 
father was obstinately bent on removing several hundred miles into the wilderness 
beyond the Mississippi. Yet, at this day, behold both parents, two sons, three daugh- 
ters, and a son’s wife,—eight in the whole,—apparently the children of God, and 
heirs of immortality. In the first instance, Catharine, a favourite child, in the bloom 
of youth, is sent to an infant school in an infant mission, at her own importunity 
to acquire the rudiments of an education. While there, it pleased the Sovereign 

ispenser of spiritual favours to impress upon her mind the importance of religioug 
truth, and to open her heart to the reception of the Gospel. Two years afterwards 
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a younger brother comes to the school, and is religiously affected in consequence of 
the faithful exhortations of the sister. They visit the paternal home together ; and 
the worship of God is commenced where heathenism had reigned without a rival. 
The parents begin to awake, and to inquire; salvation is proclaimed by the mis- 
sionaries ; and the result has been stated. Well may it be said, “ Salvation has 
come to this house.” Well may we exclaim, if such are the triumphs of the cross, 
let its heralds be sent to every heathen neighbourhood upon the face of the 
lobe. 
In looking at the general results of the mission among the Cherokees, the Com- 
mittee would gratefully advert to the progress which these people are now evidently 
making in civilization ; a progress which bears a true proportion to their knowledge 
ofthe Gospel. Inthe autumn of last year they resolved, in a national council, that 
if parents placed their children in the schools of the mission, they should not be ta- 
ken away, till they had obtained a good common education. The council also 
took measures to encourage the learning of mechanical trades, by promising a set 
of tools, at the public expense, to apprentices, who should have learned trades, and 
were ready to commence business for themselves. And what evinces a greater ad- 
vance still, the country has lately been divided into eight districts, ineach of which 
a court house is to be erected by the people, where justice is to be administered by 
persons designated to that office. One of these new court houses is already erect- 
ed within eleven miles of Brainerd, and is now used for public worship. 


For the Christian Herald. 
PENNSYLVANIA.—Sunpay Scnoo.s. 


Letter to AuExanper Henry, Esq. President of the Philadelphia 
Sunday and Adult School Union. 


Meadville, Nov. 30, 1821. 
DEAR SIR, 

THE 400 tracts, which you kindly presented me some time since, for the use and 
encouragement of the Sabbath schools I have had the honour to form and superin- 
tend in this region, have been distributed to the no small gratification of the pupils, 
and, I trust, to their advantage and to that of their parents. This species of charity 
is one of the most useful of the present day. In my occasional missionary excur- 
sions into the new settlements around us, it is always a subject of regret, if not 
able to go forth well supplied with religious tracts. Having sometimes been made 
the almoner of such bounty, and having had opportunity to notice its effects, I may 
be indulged in the remark, that these little heralds of the cross have carried the 
best of instruction to many cabins in the bosom of our wilderness ; that they have 
always been cordially received ; and that, not unfrequently, their message has been 
favoured with an attention, of which our most esteemed preachers are not inva- 
riably sure. 

The first Sabbath school in the county of Crawford was established in 1819, in 
the United Christian Society, a new presbyterian congregation comprising people 
from five to fifteen miles, in an eastwardly direction from Meadville. In this sec- 
tion of territory nearly three hundred assemble, from time to time, to hallow the 
Sabbath, where, six years ago, scarcely thirty could be collected together for that 
purpose ; such has been the increase of population in that period, and such is the 
prevailing disposition to attend to the ordinances of the gospel. Thirty belong to 
this school, and many others would gladly join it, were it not that their situa- 
tion prevents. It should, however, be mentioned, that some children of both sexes 
travel several miles, and one lad of about twelve years of age occasionally comes 
ten miles to participate in the benefits of this little seminary of gospel science. The 
latter, for his commendable zeal, is rewarded with a double portion of pre- 
miums. 

In 1820 a Sabbath school was instituted in Meadville, and about eighty pupils 
have attended it. This is now conducted by the young gentlemen of Alleghany 
college and several young ladies. A Sabbath school for people of colour, consisting 
of twenty, in this village, is also under the care of those young gentlemen. During 
the same year a Sabbath school was begun in a central part of Sailsbury, one also 
at Harmansburgh, and another at the outlet of Koniaut lake, all of which are m 
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the same township. More than seventy pupils are attached to these three schools, 
which are within nine miles of Meadville in a westwardly direction from it. A 
few weeks since, after a religious exercise in the vicinity of Colt’s station, near the 
great Pymatuning swamp, sixteen miles west of Meadville, I organized another of 
these schools, which went into immediate operation with thirty pupils, and among 
these there are some of both sexes more than twenty years of age. 

In carrying on these establishments, gentlemen and ladies of our most respecta- 
ble families have cheerfully afforded their assistance. 

It having been inconvenient, in this part of our country, to adopt the system intro- 
duced in your city and most other places for exciting a laudable emulation, my 
method has been to bestow a tract upon every pupil for every hundred verses reci- 
ted memoriier from the Bible. The leading object has been to induce our youths to 
impress upon the tablet of their memory much of we words of eternal life, under the 
hope and expectation, when considerable progress shall have been made, of conduct- 
ing them, with the help of Dr. M‘Dowell’s questions, to an understanding of the 
holy Scriptures. 

The engagedness with which many of our young females, particularly in the 
new settlements, remote from our villages, attend to these important exercises, is 
worthy of special remark. In some cases they are up before five in the morning, 
studying their Bibles by torch lights, Some, whose employment is knitting or sew- 
ing, have their Bibles open in their laps from morning till night. Others, when la- 
bouring at the churn or the spinning wheel, have the precious volume fixed in such 
a position before them, that they can occasionally glance at its sacred pages without 
interruption to their work. You would be ‘delighted to enter some of our humble 
cabins, and to witness the scenes of industry, and contentment, and happiness, with 
the ardour for mental improvement, they exhibit. In some you would find a nu- 
merous family of children, the eldest perhaps reading a tract, while the younger 
were hanging on the lips of the little reader; in others, you would. perceive every 
one intent upon the Bible, and at the same time, deyoted with filial obedience to 
some necessary domestic employment. What an bonour would it be to our coun- 
try, what a blessing to the world, if the children of*every family were as commenda- 
bly engaged, from day to day, as we sometimes find them in the cottages of our 
backwoods, 

Your respected humble servant, 
TIMOTHY ALDEN. 


P. S. I doubt not you wil) pardon the implied egotism, if it be added that the first 
Sabbath school in America, bearing any analogy to the present numerous establish- 
ments of this kind, was commenced in the South Congregation of Portsmouth, New- 
Hampshire, on the first Sabbath of January, in 1802, and was continued with the 
same object in view, yet not altogether on the Sabbath, for three years, I trust, to 
the moral and religious advantage of many. You will find a notice of the manner in 
which this was conducted in the 253d Article of my Biographical and Historical 
collection. 


T. A. 


DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 


New-York Evanceticat Missionary Society. 
Summary of the Fifth Annual Report, presented Dec. 3, 1821. 


Tue society have had in their employment, during the past year, ten 
missionaries : one in the state of Missouri, six in the middle and west- 
ern counties of New-York, one on Long-Island, and two in this 
city. 

The Rev. Charles S. Robinson has been employed another year in 
the state of Missouri. 


His labours have, as formerly, been principally confined to St. Charles, and 
Several towns and settlements in its vicinity. His communications represent the 
congregation at St. Charles, and his meetings in the neighbouring towns, as increa- 
Sing in number of hearers, and weaying an encouraging aspect of seriousness, A 
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few individuals had been hopefully converted unto God, somte of whom made a pub- 
lic profession ef their faith. He also speaks of the Sabbath school, which he had 
succeeded in establishing at St. Charles, as affording him, in the improvement of the 
children, a rich reward for the Jabour of conducting it. In a communication to 
the Board, dated at St. Charles, some time in May, he says, ‘there has been good 
attention to the word in this place. Last Sabbath we enjoyed the interesting spec- 
tacle of four, as I hope, new-born souls, coming forward and publicly taking the 
vowsof God upon them. Six others joined uson certificate.” 


The Rev. John F. Bliss has laboured in this state, in Genesee county. 
He has organized a church at Gains, consisting of 14 members ; and 
good attention is paid to the word in Parma, Sandy creek, Clarendon 
and other places where he has preached. Between Clarkson and Lew- 
iston, says Mr. Bliss, 


—Lies a tract of country fifty-six miles in length, and about twenty or twenty-five 
miles in width, almost the whole of which is settled, and yet containing but one 
Presbyterian clergyman upon it. We need more ministers this way ; but while I 
say this, the painful fact must be added, that the inhabitants are not as yet able to 
support them. 


The Rev. Calvin Colton has spent several months in the employment 
of the society, in the region about Le Roy in this state. 


He proposes to restrict his labours, during the rest of his mission, to the town of 
Bethany. One reason assigned for this measure, is, that he has founda “little 
Zion there, prostrate, forsaken, and trodden down; but which now has the prospect 
of being soon increased, from five or six to twenty or thirty members.” 

Mr. Colton has transmitted a truly affecting account of the prevalence of destruc- 
tive errors and immoralities, in some parts of the county. He also confirms the 
statement of Mr. Bliss, relative to the want of religious teachers, and the inability 
of the inhabitants to support them. ‘‘ What,” he remarks, “ is to become of the 
churches and people here, isa desponding inquiry ; so weak are they in themselves, 
and so few the number of missionaries. Do christians every where remember the 
exhortation of the Saviour, ‘ Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth more labourers ?’ ” 


The Rev. Henry Smith has performed a mission of three months, in 
the infant churches in the counties of Oneida and Otsego. 


During bis stay at Lee, ‘he visited nearly every member of the church, (which 
contains seventy persons,) exhorting them to be faithful to their vows, and to 
strengthen the things which remained and were ready to die.” With this prepara- 
tion, he administered to them the sacrament of the supper, at which Christians ap- 
peared to be uncommonly affected and quickened in their duties. One individual 
from the world became a subject of conviction. And in consequence of Mr. Smith’s 
advice and exhortations, an immediate and successful effort was made by the con- 
gregation to obtain preaching for themselves. 

The diligence with which Mr. Smith discharged his duties may be imperfectly 
learned from the following statement : ‘I have generally,” he observes, ‘‘ attend- 
ed from six to eight religious meetings a week ; have made two hundred and sixty 
family visits; baptised four adults, and seventeen infants, and admitted twenty-six 
as members of the church, besides the visitation of schools.” 


The Rev. William Stone has laboured in Steuben county, six months 
with much zeal and considerable success. 

The Rev. Matthew Harrison and the Rev. Samuel T. Mills, have re- 
cently been commissioned by the board, to labour in the counties of 
Courtland, Onondaga, Chenango and Cayuga, and such other places as 
may be considered as most deserving of Missionary aid. 

Mr. Joseph D. Wickham, a licentiate of the New-Haven Association, 
has been employed three months on Long-Island. 

Mr. W. laboured very acceptably in various destitute places, and met 
with a cordial’ reception wherever he visited, and in several towns the 
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people expressed their thanks for his services, and their accordance with 
the objects of the institution by donations to its funds. , 


In this tour, Mr. Wickham travelled nearly 1100 miles upon the island, discour- 
sed publicly sixty-five times, besides visiting families and schools, distributing tracts, 
&c. His treatment was hospitable and kind. By many, he was received as an 
ambassador of Christ; and there is reason to believe, that his mission has subserved, 
in no ordinary degree, the interests of the best of causes. 


The report proceeds to give an account of the labours of the Rev. 
E, W. Baldwin, pastor of the seventh presbyterian church in this city, 
who is still in the employ of the society ; but our notice of this import- 
ant part of the report, as also that relating to the employment of Mr. 
Cornish, (a coloured man,) who preaches to a congregation of coloured 
persons in Rose-street, we shall defer to a future number. 

We cannot close, however, without informing our readers that the 
funds of the society are expended, and some unsatisfied demands still 
remain on the treasury, which we hope they will replenish by a prompt 
remittance to the treasurer* of such sums as they may feel willing to 
lend to the Lord, after a due consideration how much he has done for 
them. 

The following excellent remarks, and spirited appeal, may well have a 
place here, and we pray they may find their way to the heart of every 
reader : 


Extensive as the operations of the Board have been the present year, they come 
very far short of their desires, and what it is believed they ought, in faithfulness to 
God asservants, and tomen as Christians and fellow citizens, hereafter to attempt. 
The result of five years’ practical attention to this subject, is, an overwhelming 
conviction, that scarcely one in tweuty of professing christians, and a still smaller 
proportion of our churches, are thoroughly awake to the present solemn call for 
missionary exertions. Without adverting to pagan Asia, to Africa, and the islands 
of the South Sea, or ta the wide spreading harvest, beginning to be white for the 
sickle, from the borders of our country to the Southern Cape; our own new settle- 
ments, planted, and from year to year imcreased by our enterprising population, 
present.a field for missions which has no parallel. Only let the standard of the 
cross move onward with every new emigration to the south and west, and a few 
revolving years will disclose the sublime spectacle of a people, blessed with the 
Bible, and religious teachers, and all the means of grace, and variety of religious 
and civil privileges, inhabiting from ocean to ocean, and from Mexico to the far- 
thest country of the north. The present generation of American christians and 
their immediate descendants, seem destined by Providence to give religious and 
moral character to a people, more numerous, and enterprising, and distinguished for 
arts and science, than the world has ever seen. Shall we tamely permit that cha- 
racter to be the stain of infidelity, and the disgrace of every vice? Shall we look 
on with cold indifference, while our rising cities become, through the prevalence of 
error and crime, so many sources of corruption to every part of our land? Will 
piety, will christian patriotism, fold her hands, while each succeeding wave of emi- 
gration westward presents a darker and still darker aspect, until our nation shall 
meet in character, as it comes in contact with the heathen tribes of Asia? 





NEW-YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, 
AUXILIARY TO THE AmeERICAN Bisie Socie'ry. 
Summary of the Annual Report presented, November 19, 1821. 


THE report commences with an expression of joy in the undiminished zeal of 
various sister institutions; and of regret, in the abatement of those exertions 


* Mc. Thomas Webster, No. 166 Front-street, or to the President, E. Lord, Esq. 24 Wall-street. 
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which in former years have characterized the friends of the Bible cause in thi¢ 
city. 

The society has distributed during the past year 912 Bibles and 1074 Testaments, 
in the English, Dutch, Welsh, and French languages, leaving on hand at the date 
of the report 122 Testaments and 397 Bibles. The whole distribution, from the 
commencement of the society, previous and subsequent to its union, amounts to 
twenty-eight thousand one hundred and eighty-nine Bibles, and three thousand 
three hundred and twenty-one Testaments. 

From the statements of the report, and our own knowledge of the society’s ope- 
rations, we are confident the distribution has been highly judicious, an evidence 
of which is to be found in the particular attention which has been paid to the 
wants of Sunday schools. But the labours of the managers have not been met with 
a like zeal for the dissemination of the Scriptures by their fellow citizens, Only one 
life, and éwenty-ihree annual subscribers have been added to the list during the last 
year. 


It appears by the report of the treasurer, that $856 51 have been 
paid for Bibles, donations to the American Bible Society, and other ex- 
penditures ; that the Society now owe $365 75, and have a balance in 
the treasury of $110. 

One hundred and ninety-four Bibles have been sold. 

The plan of selling Bibles, recently adopted, increases the attach- 
ment of the purchaser to his Bible, gives him additional interest in the 
societies, and augments their resources. Perhaps all these objects might 
be more effectually attained, by making all who purchase to a certain 
amount, members of the society. 

The Committee for Charitable Institutions have distributed 25 Bibles 
to the Alms House, 25 to the Orphan Asylum, and 10 to the Hospital. 
In each of these institutions the desire for reading the Bible far exceeds 
the supply they have received. In the Asylum, a child committed to 
memory the whole of the New Testament. Many in that school, have 
requested to be confined, in their reading, to the Bible alone; and it is 
common to see them, during the hours for play, collect in little parties for 
this express purpose. 

In the distribution of Bibles for this and the year preceding, the 
Osage mission has been liberally supplied. In our labours of love we 
ought to remember that much is due to the aborigines of our country. 
Driven from the shores of the Atlantic to the banks of Mississippi, and 
often assailed and defrauded by designing persons on their borders, they 
loudly complain of the injustice of the whites. Well grounded and ir- 
retrievable as these complaints may be, the best tribute we can now ren- 
der for these injuries, is to attempt the salvation of their souls, by send- 
ing the Bible to be judiciously distributed and explained by missionaries. 
If these efforts prove successful, they may well consider themselves 
amply compensated for all the wrongs they have sustained. Their hunt- 
ing grounds will then be converted into cultivated fields, their savage 
manners exchanged for the civilized morals of the Christian, and their 
crude notions of the Great Spirit, for a correct knowledge of the only 
true God. The arguments usually adduced against the possibility of 
this change are not founded in fact. That nation which has already 
produced some eminent divines and pious Christians, is certainly sus- 
ceptible of more general improvement. Allowing for the difference ia 
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education, habit, and conformation of body, the rational powers of the 


. mind are the same in all ages of the world, and in all nations of the 
earth ; all, therefore, that is requisite to produce conviction of any truth, 


is to present it fairly to the mind. Let the Bible be read and under- 
stood by the savage in our wilderness, or the native of Africa, and its 
great truths will be as readily perceived and acknowledged, as if pre- 
sented to the mind of a Bacon or a Locke, and there is no doubt that 
the spirit of the Gospel will soon pervade our Western wilds, and anni- 
hilate that desire for mutual destruction which now characterizes their 
inhabitants. 

The Bible has also been freely distributed among the coloured popu- 
lation of our city, many of whom have become truly pious, and more 
have evinced a general improvement in their morals. 

- An African Bible Society has been recently organized, which makes 
favourable reports of its proceedings and prospects. From these sources, 
and from the African free schools and Sunday schools, much spiritual 
and temporal improvement.may be anticipated in the present degraded 
condition of this portion of the community. 

It appears from the report of the Military Committee, that due appli- 
cation was made for the privilege of distributing the Bible among the 
troops stationed in our vicinity ; but the frequent change of officers and 
airangements, prevented the committee from carrying that desirable ob- 
ject into effect. 

Previous to the institution of Bible Societies, perhaps no class of peo- 
ple were so ignorant of the Bible as the soldiers; but since the circula- 
tion of the Bible among them, many instances of conversion have occur- 
red—the lion has been converted into the lamb, and the warlike soldier 
into the peaceful subject of the cross. 


Of the distribution of Bibles in Sunday schools the report remarks that, 


The activity, zeal and piety, which have ever characterized their pro- 
ceedings, continue to be manifested in the numerous schools of this city ; 
their teachers literally carry the Bible to the poor and destitute of our 
streets, who are thus instructed and reformed by its divine precepts. In 
conjunction with the Society for the prevention of pauperism, they have 
recently begun to organize a system for dividing the city into small dis- 
tricts, that the poor, the sick, and the afflicted, may be sought out, their 
spiritual and temporal wants relieved, their afflictions consoled, and their 
morals reformed. 


The Ward Bible Associations we shall have occasion to notice in another place, 
and shall here only observe, that it is a subject of deep regret that only ¢wo out of 
the ten in our city, have done any thing during the past year. 

After a brief notice of several other societies, and the importance of this, we find 
the following just remarks : 


Great ‘then are the responsibilities which rest upon the members of 
this society, and if it fails, great will be our account to settle at the last 


The ten talents are committed to our trust, and shall we, like the wick- 
ed and slothful servant, hide them in the earth till our Lord shall appear ? 
Shall we wait to incur the dreadful sentence which will then be pro- 
nounced? Let us arouse, then, to greater efforts, use the means which 

Vou. VIII. 72 
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God hath placed in our power for this express purpose, and exhibit an 
example that shall excite others to deeds of Christian charity, which 
shall never cease till the word of life is given to every human creature. 





DAVID CHRISTIAN BERNHARD JADOWNITZKY. 


WE have had the pleasure of seeing and conversing with this young gentleman, 
who has lately arrived here from Germany. He is a convert from Judaism to 
Christianity, and brings ample testimonials of his character, talents, and Christian 
walk since his conversion, He was baptised at Frankfort by Dr. Spiess in April 
last; an account of which is given in the Jewish Expositor of that month. Count 
Von der Recke, of Overdyk, in Westphalia, has employed him as an agent to visit the 
American Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews ; and the documents in 
connexion with this mission we shall be able to present in our next number, as well 
as a notice of the Asylum under the care of the Count in Dusseldorff, giving an ac- 
count of his many benevolent exertions. For the present we must conclude with 
an extract from a Solingen newspaper, which is 


Translated for the Christian Herald. 
“¢ Solingen, May 19, 1821, 
‘¢ Mr. Epitor, 

“ Ir will not be uninteresting to your readers to learn by the following letters 
something of the conversion of Mr. Jadownitzky, late Jewish teacher iu this place, 
from Judaism to the Evangelical Reformed Church. It is well known that he lived 
amongst us for some time,and by his upright conduct and various taleuts, gain- 
ed general esteem. Our worthy minister, J. W. Neinhous, cherished with lové and 
care the first appearance of the seed of christianity in the heat of this young Is- 
raelite, and the relation of our beloved minister, J. Kaemmorling, the Rev. Dr. 
Spiess, in Frankfort, completed, by suitable instruction, his christian education.” 


** Frankfort, April 16, 1821. 

‘‘ Yesterday we witnessed, m the Reformed Church in this city, hitherto very rare, 
the solemnity of a Jewish baptism. A young Israelite of talents by the name Ja- 
downitzky, a native of Poland, who has been for some time a teacher at Solingen, 
and having before he left that place, by a persevering search of the old and new Tes- 
taments, come to a firm conviction that Jesus Christ is the Messiah promised from 
the beginning, and the only name whereby we can be saved, has, in this city, after 
mature consideration, resolved to join the Evangelical Church, not regarding the 
many sacrifices such a step requires. The Rev. Dr. Spiess having instructed him 
for six months in the doctrine of Christ, and his faith having been sufficiently tried, 
he was yesterday presented to the sacred ordinance of baptism. Before 1 o’clock 
the church was already erowded. Those who came not out of pleasure to the so- 
Jemn aeyeenenes were impelled by curiosity. Divine service was commenced by 4 
sermon the Rey. Vikaring Krummaker on the honourable reproach which the 
true followers of Christ have to endure even in our days, from Matt. xxvii. vy. 29 
—44. After the sermon the ministers present and members of the session formed 4 
circle round the altar, and Dr, Spiess opened the solemnity with a short address, 
after which the young convert was examined on the fundamental, doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. The answers were distinctand appropriate. After thishe made a confes- 
sion of his faith; and having solemnly declared his intention of faithfulness, he was 
baptised, kneeling before the altar. The two elders, De Neuville Manskoph and 
Mr. Bernus, stood as godfathers, in remembrance of whose zeal the convert re- 
ceived the names of David Christian. Amongst his new brethren the new disciple 
of Christ met with a warm, cordial, and friendly reception. 

“O! that this solemn transaction might have the happy influence to diminish the 
hatred of the Jews, which is not yet extinguished among the inhabitants of Frank- 
fort. The Society for promoting the conversion of the Jews have been greatly en- 
couraged by increasing success. Tenor twelve Israelites are at present instructed 
by different ministers in the doctrines of the Gospel, and in a few weeks the Rev. Mr. 
Manuel, minister of the French church, will baptise Jewish familya late of Strats- 
burg, consisting of five members. To all appearance the harvest will be great, and 


many labourers will be wanted.” ©! that the salvation of Israel were come out of 
Zion. 
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They that g° down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. — They cry unte the Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.—Psalms. 











BRISTOL SEAMAN’S FRIEND SOCIETY AND BETHEL 
UNION. 


Tue “ Bristol Observer” of October 29th, 1821, contains a full account 
of the first anniversary of this Institution, from which we shall make a 
few extracts. 


THE First Anniversary of this institution was held during the past week.— 
The Rev. Rowland Hill preached on broad the Seaman’s Chapel on Monday ; and 
sermons were preached on Tuesday and Thursday by the Rev. G. C. Smith, of 
Penzance, at Dr. Ryland’s Meeting-house, Broadmead, and on board the Sea- 
man’s Chapel. 

On Wednesday last the Public Meeting for business connected with the Society, 
took place at the Assembly Room, Prince’s-street. Sir GEorGE KeEtrmp, Bart. 
condescended to preside on the occasion. 

The business of the day commenced by the Rev. T. Rowers engaging in pray- 
er, at the request of the Noble Chairman.—A copy of a letter, addressed to Sir J. 
Saumarez by Mr. Banks, one of the Secretaries to the Suciety, was then read : it 
stated, that a ship had been fitted up in this port for divine worship, for the use of 
mariners, the whole expense of which would be little more than 800/., and that to- 
wards this sum upwards of 600/. had been collected ; that the chapel had been open- 
ed under encouraging circumstances; that a society for teaching seamen and sea- 
boys to read had also been established ; and it concluded by observing, that the 
Committee would esteem it an honour if Sir James would preside at the Anniver- 
sary Meeting. The answer of the gallant Admiral was next read, in which he ac- 
knowledged the receipt of the letter, expressed the satisfaction he felt on learning 
that‘such a place of worship had beeu opened here, said he was unable to comply 
with the wishes of the Committee, but had sent a donation of 20/. towards forward- 
ing their pious and benevolent undertaking. 

Sir G. KE1TH now rose, and, after stating that he felt it his duty to address the 
meeting, said, he was of opinion the chair would have been filled to greater advan- 
tage by a citizen, although, being a sailor, his friends around him had thought he 
was the fittest person to plead the cause of seamen. Placed as he was, however, he 
would perform his task to the utmost of his abilities; and of seamen, it was true, 
he felt that he could speak, from having had thirty years’ experience amongst them. 
He entered the service, he said, at about 15 years of age, and was sent to India, 
where he remained for the space of three years. ‘The word of God, or prayer, was 
never heard on board the ship in which he sailed, and the effect hence produced on 
a young mind, like his, was highly injurious: the early impressions of religion he 
had received from his parents became nearly extinct ; but, by the blessing of God, 
they had now revived. Nearly 200 of the ship’s crew were lost previous to the re- 
turn of the vessel to England. Convinced of the necessity of improving the moral 
condition of seamen, every Sabbath day, after he became a Commander, he had 
had the word of God read on board his ship, and an evident improvement took place 
amongst the crew—in fact, many of them became new men. When he first enter- 
ed the service, it was a wonder to see a religious sailor in it; but now, how differ- 
ent was the case! The improvement that had taken place in seamen had been re- 
gular and progressive ; still, exertions in their favour should not be suffered to relax. 
Sailors were not, as had been represented, an unthinking class of men: they pos- 
sessed feelings and reflection like other classes, and observed with equal attention 
the dispensations of Providence. He illustrated this remark by observing, that 
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when a midshipman, he (Sir George) was sent to Chatham in a launch, which was 
obliged to be taken in tow by a sloop, when one of the party observed that “every 
thing was right,” pointing to the inscription on the stern of the sloop, which was 
The Prowidence of Sheerness. The object of this Institution (he continued) was to 


_promote the well-being of sailors—to awaken them to a ‘sense of piety by prayer ; 


and he adduced the saying of the Angel to Ananias, asa proof of St. Paul’s con- 
version, *‘ Behold he prayeth,” as peculiarly applicable to a religious sailor. Sai- 
lors when at sea had leisure time for reading; for this purpose they should have 
proper books ; and The Sailor’s Magazine, a new work, published monthly, calcu- 
lated for their instruction as well as amusement, was one which he would recom- 
mend to those who had friends at sea, as worthy their attention. 


After some further observations, the Chairman requested the attention 
of the audience to the Report, which we shall notice in some future num- 


ber. 


Rev. G. C. Sm1rH (of Penzance) then rose, and stated that, when he arrived in 
this city last year, and, upon inquiry, found there were no prayer-meetings nor 
sermons preached on board the vessels in the harbour, he introduced the Bethel 
flag, in doing which he had to encounter the censure of many persons. The ap- 
pearance of the meeting this day, where he recognised many who were present 
when the Society was formed, would, however, act as a stimulus to him to inquire 
what was still his duty, and to pursue it. Brought up like the noble Chairman, he 
had learned to adopt duty as his principle : if a sailor were ordered by his officer to 
ascend to the mast-head in a stormy night, and urged that he should be washed off, 
what had that to do with it >—he was ordered, and it was his duty to obey. Or if, 
in an engagement, he was sent up to adjust some part of the rigging, must he not go 
because he would be in danger of having his head shot off? It was a part of his 
duty, and he (Mr. Smith) considered it as his duty, to live and die in the cause of 
assisting to pluck a sailor as a ** brand from the burning.” 


The Rev. Gentleman then gave a summary history of the rise and 
progress of the various institutions for giving religious instruction to sea- 
men in England and America, and related many interesting facts show- 
ing the utility of these exertions. 


Rev. RowLAND HILL, on rising to propose a motion, said, that those who were 
more nearly interested, could plead the cause better than he ; yet for him to sit 
down, without saying something in behalf of the Society, would be disrespectful. 
Sailors, it had been said, were too far gone to do any good with them; but, he would 
ask, was any thing too difficult for the Lord to accomplish? Should we not expect 
that, whilst the Gospel existed, no human power could be said to be too far gone? 
This Society, he continued, was open to all denominations of Christians, to Church- 
men as well as Dissenters, in order that there might be a long-pull, a strong-pull, 
and a pull altogether. He loved all persons who loved and served the Lord, and 
he considered that man to be the best minister who effected the most good. Al- 
though the meeting was not attended by ministers of the Established Church, he 
hoped they would give their prayers; and if they would come to the chapel, and 
could not preach without asurplice, he would buy the linen. If a clergyman of the 
church of England were to preach in a chapel, it would not occasion an earthquake ; 
nor, if a Dissenting minister should preach in a church, would there be a thunder- 
storm. Now that the Chapel was completed for the reception of seamen, their next 
thoughts must be about an Hospital. The Rev. speaker then made a variety of 
humorous observations, in the course of which he said he had had the honour to 
preach before Royalty, and concluded by asking, what would our great men be 
without the aid of sailors? He thought too much could not be done for sailors, 
and that christianity would not make them frightened at the smell of gunpowder. 
He always loved an honest looking sailor. It was true, sailors were not diamonds; 
but, with the blessing of God, they would endeavour to polish them, and then they 
would shine brilliant enough. He recollected once preaching at Minehead, and 
was threatened to be pulled down; but addressing some sailors who stood near 
him, he said, he was sure they would not suffer a poor innocent boy (for he was 
then very young) to be insulted: they to a man replied, ** No!” and ever since 
that time he had liked a sailor. The Rev. gentleman made a few more observations 
in behalf of the Institution, which we were unable to collect from the effect whic! 
his quaintness occasioned on the risible muscles of his auditors. 
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The Rev. THomas RoBerts rose to second the motion put by the last speaker, 
and observed, that the period in which we existed was indeed a happy one ; .suc- 
ceeding generations would acknowledge it; but in the midst of this prosperity of 
the church of God, sailors had been shamefully overlooked. Many present, no 
doubt, had seen a poor seaman lying in the public street, in a state of intoxication, 
with a crowd of persons gathered round him; and were aware, that, to a person 
making inquiry what was the matter, the reply usually was, ‘¢ it’s only a sailor,” 
an observation conveying little more sympathy for him than if he was a beast. 
Again, sailors were frequently to be seen begging, with the loss of an arm ora leg, 
saying, ‘‘ Jack has not one shot in the locker !—Jack has not a bit of bread to eat !” 
But what were these, when compared to their religious wants. The zeal of the 
Church had erected hospitals for the sick, and penitentiaries for the prostitute fe- 
males; but these men they had overlooked. Had we not seen some of the vilest 
characters amongst them regenerated ? was the attempt at conversion not made 
because of their apparent roughness? No—for, of all the men he had to complain 
of, he never received a single insult from a sailor, and once, indeed, he was indebt- 
ed to seamen for the preservation of his life. They were a class of generous, ten- 
der-hearted men, and would give their last shilling to a poor person in distress. 

The Rev. speaker then went into a detail of their connexions with abandoned fe- 
males, who cajoled and plundered them, and when their money was all gone, would 
take them to a prize-agent, to whom Jack, half-seas-over, for a little ready cash 
would assign his hard earned claims to what prize money he might be entitled. 
The poor on shore, he continued, received information by means of schools and 
other societies, but the sailor had no such opportunities as. these. Seamen had not 
more time to live than other persons, and the same disease was as fatal to them as 
others. Ina dark stormy night, when sailors went to the mast-head, how often 
were they swept overboard and drowned ! how often subject to danger from the 
springing of a leak or from shipwreck! He had assisted on our own coasts to take 
them from the water, dying and dead. Mr. R. then mentioned, that to a crew of 
640 men, for the space of six years there was no divine service performed ; but, 
through the instrumentality of a Mr. Marks, then lieutenant, many of them were 
converted ; cne man especially, who had been a terror to all around him, and who 
one day uttered such dreadful oaths that he was tied up and punished. The Rev. 
gentleman then made an eloquent and forcible appeal to the meeiing, urging the 
necessity of supporting the institution, and sat down amidst general applause. 

The Rev. Dr. OKELY, Rev. Mr. Pocock, Rev. Mr. HoLtoway, Lieutenants 
ARNOLD and CoLuins, and others, also severally addressed the assembly, in pro- 
posing and seconding various resolutions, and related numerous highly interesting 
anecdotes relative to the class of men in whose behalf they were assembled. 





JOURNAL OF THE BETHEL FLAG. 


Friday, September 28.—We had the Bethel flag flying on board 
the brig Phoebe Ann, Captain Holmes, all day ; and in the evening the 
signal lantern was hoisted at the topgallant yard-arm. A little after 
7 we commenced our exercises by singing a hymn ; after which the Rev. 
Mr. Fraser made a prayer suitable to the occasion : we sang again a'few 
verses, and the Rev. Mr. M‘Lean made an able address, stating he had 
lately arrived from England, and had seen for the first time the wonders 
of the ocean, the usefulness of active seamen, and the skill of the cap- 
tain, and how necessary it was for seamen to possess and enjoy religion ; 
after which he engaged in prayer. A man then related some circum- 
stances of alate passage he had from England in the Dublin packet to 
Halifax ; the storms, hunger, and danger they were exposed to for one 
hundred and fifty days ; at which time he and some others were made 
new creatures in Christ Jesus.* Mr. Fraser then made a very aftec- 


* We have received a particular account of this voyage, and shall publish it ina 
future number. 
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tionate address. We then concluded by singing the Doxology. A more 
silent and solemn audience could not be enjoyed. 

Tuesday, October 9.—Prayer meeting was held on the deck of the 
ship Gleaner, Captain F. King, in the New Orleans trade. 

‘The exercises were commenced by singing the 71st Hymn, Dwight’s 
selection,’ Sinners, the voice of God regard,” &c. Captain Howard 
led in prayer. The chairman then read the 17th chap. Acts from the 
16th verse, accompanied with a short address. He was followed by 
the Rev. Mr. Wickham, ina pertinent address of a few minutes, in which 
he urged the necessity of repentance towards God and faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Captain Howard then made an animated address to his 
brother seamen, after which was sung, “ Broad is the road that leads to 
death,” &c. Prayer by Mr. John Taylor, followed by singing the 32d 
Psalm, “ O blessed souls are they,” &c. And the concluding prayer 
by the Rev. Mr. Wickham. The whole exercises were solemn and ap- 

ropriate. ‘The number of seamen present was not so great as usual 
No pains were spared by Captain King and the owners of the ship to 
afford every accommodation to the meeting. Concluded with the 
Christian Doxology. 

Tuesday, October 16.—The Bethel flag was hoisted this morning 
on board the brig Laura Ann, Captain Bassett. 

In consequence of the advanced season, the meeting, though respec- 
table, was not so numerous as heretofore, but the same attentive solem- 
nity prevailed among those who were present. Much credit is due to 
Captain Bassett and crew for their exertions to accommodate the meet- 
ing, and to protect them from the chilling damp of night. 

The committee were assisted in their exercises by the Rev. Mr. Wal- 
ker and the Rev. Mr. Mead, late students of divinity at Andover. 
Their addresses were appropriate, solemn, and impressive. The 
hearts of God’s people were encouraged by their assurance that the 
cause in which we were engaged was the subject, of special prayer by 
thousands, who had never seen the ocean, or the face of a seaman. The 
exercises were concluded by singing the Seaman’s Hymn in No. 186 
of the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine, together with the 
Christian Doxology. 

Saturday, October 20.—We had the Bethel flag hoisted this day on 
board the ship Washington, Captain Thomas. The weather was plea- 
sant. At 7 o’clock we assembled on board the ship and began the ex- 
ercises. After singing a hymn, a fervent prayer was offered up to Al- 
mighty God. A captain arose and addressed the audience in a solemn 
manner ; there was a profound silence while others were engaged in fer- 
vent prayers and exhortations. There were several ladies on board who 
took a part in singing, and enjoyed all the devotions of the evening. 

Monday, October 22.—The weather being very pleasant, we hoist- 
ed the Bethel flag on board the ship Six Brothers, Captain Williams, 
and the lantern in the evening. At 7 o’clock we met, and began our 
exercises by singing, then followed our devotions in short prayers and 
exhortations. It may be said in truth, that it was a good meeting, and 
we have every reason to believe it will do some good. 

Tuesday, October 23.—Prayer meeting was this evening held on 
board the ship London Packet, Captain Chase, lying at the foot of Pine- 
street. Nothing particular occurred to distinguish this meeting from 
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those which have preceded it. The committee were much gratified at 
seeing the owners on board, who, together with the captain, spared no 
pains to accommodate the meeting in every respect. 

The Rev. Mr. Walker and Captain Howard led in the exercises of pray~ 
er and addressing the audience. Closed with the Christian Doxology. 





SCHOONER ROVER. 
To the Editor of the Seaman’s Magazine. 


Our ears are often saluted with the wonderful disasters which take 
place among our seafaring brethren, but the effect produced by them 
is often concealed from every human eye, and known only to who 
surveys every event of his providence. But there are many occur- 
rences that take place among these disasters which would excite wonder 
and admiration if known to the world in general, not merely in saving 
two or three out of a ship’s crew from an untimely death, but saving 
them from the pains of eternal misery by making them new creatures 
in Christ Jesus ; and these blessed effects are more numerous lately 
than they have been heretofore. When angels in heaven rejoice over one 
sinner that repenteth, have we not cause to rejoice when we hear of one 
ameng a ship’s crew made a disciple of Christ? O! that the provi- 
dences of God were more noticed and known than they are. One cir- 
cumstance which has lately come to my knowledge, is a display of the 
wonderful power in the judgments and mercy of God. 

The schooner Rover, Captain Hallet, bound to the Havanna, on the 
5th of September last, the wind blowing very heavy, was cast away on 
one of the Bahama Keys at 12 o’clock at night. She soon became a 
wreck, the sea making a continual breach over her. The mate and 
four men were washed off and launched into eternity. The captain 
and three men fortunately secured the boat, and got into her, where they 
remained fast to the wreck until daylight. They found themselves three 
miles from land, and unable to gain it. While in this perilous situation, 
without food or water, they were driven from the wreck into the ocean 
without one ray of hope of saving their lives. Who can come to this 
part of the awful catastrophe before us, without pausing a few minutes, 
and meditating upon this solemn scene? There are no stupid and un- 
concerned feelings in the hearts of those who are the subjects of such 
distress. There is a mixture of fear, sorrow, and anxiety, which cannot 

be described, but may be felt in some degree by those who hear the nar- 
rative of this doleful event. We can see four men still alive, who have 
witnessed but a few moments before five of their shipmates enfolded in 
the arms of death, and that grim messenger staring them in the face. 
Although he may retire for a moment, he is still in sight, and gives them 
an opportunity to reflect on their situation. ‘Their eyes are fixed on 
the spot where the five men were plunged into eternity ; go are then 
lifted to heaven, and fervent aspirations ascend to God. They then 
take another view of death ; and while surrounded with this conflicting 
scene, horror and despair is their only portion. Death retires; a ray of 
hope is beaming into their dark and benighted minds. This continues 
in some degree during the day. Night came on, and all hope disap- 
peared. While their eyes and hearts were lifted to heaven, death conti- 
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nued at a distance from them. Another day dawned ; nothing in sight 
but an expanded ocean, drifting in a slow direction the way the wind 
carried them. In addition totheir anxiety they began to feel the effects 
of hungerand thirst. Night came on again; their fears increased, the 
waves threatening to'swallow them up every instant. The third day 
found them in the same situation—no prospect before them of being 
freed from death. Hunger, thirst, and the want of sleep had reduced 
them so low they felt the light of life nearly extinguished. Night came 
on again: their sorrows were now greatly increased, but they were sup- 
ported by the invisible hand of the Almighty. They were continued 
to see another rising sun, but still in the same situation. The hours of 
another day rapidly rolling away, the lamp of life nearly out—and God 
interposes and directs the schooner Adeline, Captain Hacket, from Pen- 
sacola, to their deliverance. Their languid eyes and feeble frames could 
do nothing for themselves. Iconversed with George Clark, one of the 
men, and was convinced that God had sowed the seeds of grace in his 
heart, which he is determined to water with his tears and prayers as 
long as he lives. We cannot hope too much from all such dealings and 
dispensations of Divine Providence. It was He who made the world 
and all things therein, that saved these four men from death after being 
four days and four nights in a small boat in the wide ocean, without food 
or water, in answer to prayer. C. P. 





TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


Upon further reflection we really do not see that our respected Roman Catholic 
Correspondent has any claims upon our pages for the insertion of his long commu- 
nication, especially as our work does not circulate much among the members of his 
communion. 

In his own language we must say, that ‘4it is not necessary to offer a refutation 
to such a production, as,” should we publish it, ‘¢it would fall by its own de- 
merit. 

We shall feel obliged for any assistance in “selecting subjects for our work,” 
but if ** La Chretiene” is a periodical work that represents France, shining forth 
in the glorious rays of Divine light, which bless her fortunate soil,” we think we 
shall find as correct information in those we already receive, viz. La Melanges de 
Religion and La Archives du Christianisme. 

We have as great respect as Mr. F. for the learning and piety of ‘ a Bossuet, a 
Fenelon, a Fletchier, a Massillon,” and we will add a Van Ess, whose expanded 
benevolence has comforted hundreds of thousands, by giving them the Word of God; 
and we are ready to give full credit to all the excellent men who have been the or- 
naments of what we still consider a corrupt church; but we must be excused from 
believing that the “* peace concluded between the Protestant states of Germany 
and the Church of Rome” was obtained wholly “ through the fervent prayers of 
his present Holiness, Pius the VIIth. to the throne of Mercies.” 

Our limits admonish us to leave this subject, but we must repeat our firm conviction 
that the Roman Catholic Religion ‘‘ has ever and every where bound the minds of 
its disciples in the chains of religions darkness and bigotry, and confined them in 
the prisons of superstition.” 

‘“CaROLUS;’ ‘ PERVAGUS;” “ VIATOR,” and “ C.,” will be inserted ; and the 
request of “* SEVERAL SUBSCRIBERS” will be cheerfully complied with. 

The “Crvim RETROSPECT ;” and Reports of the Young Men’s Missionary So- 
ciety, and the Episcopal Missionary Society, and several other articles prepared 
for this number, are unavoidably deferred. 


Since the above was in type, we have received our regular files of English publi- 
cations, which contain much highly interesting intelligence, especially from the 
South Sea Islands; which will be given in our next. 








